March 30, 2020

From the Executive Director...
During this time of uncertainty, I hope everyone is well both physically and mentally. I have been working
from home after being banished from the office until this COVID-19 issue is done and things return to normal.
Cindy and I continue to keep everyone up to speed on developing items and events. Watch your email for
(almost) daily updates from MGGC.
MDARD has sent me the following on garden centers:
“No person or entity shall operate a business or conduct operations except to the extent that its
workers are necessary to sustain and protect life, regardless of whether the business or operation is
open to the public.” The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development has deemed nurseries
and greenhouses to be essential to the point of growing plants, however the sale of plants to public is not
allowed. If selling wholesale, this is permissible.
I have asked for them to reconsider with a letter to the Director (available at www.MGGC.org.) showing
we would be one of the few states who don’t list garden centers as essential, but they have not changed their
stance. I will keep in touch with the department to see if they will reconsider.
I talked to Senator Stabenow’s staff on Friday about producer assistance for specialty crops in the CARES bill
that had just been passed. They are trying to identify and quantify projected losses and impacts to determine
how to make $9.5 Billion available for COVID-19 relief for producers. We will try to put some numbers
together for them, if you have any to share, please email me at mainstreet@sbam.org.
This week there are several opportunities to learn what assistance is available to help your business with
the COVID-19 crisis. On Tuesday there is a webinar with a deep dive on the CARES Act and what it means to
you in these troubling times. If you had tried to sign up and it said it was full, try again as they have been able
to open it to 500 more participants. Also, every day at 3 pm SBAM has a live stream discussion on daily
changes and questions posed by members on Facebook and Zoom. Check out their website for more
information and COVID-19 resources at www.SBAM.org.
We are all trying to make sense of everything going on in the country and in our state in these times of
turmoil, as well as attempting to keep our businesses afloat and our families and employees safe and secure.
We will continue to bring you updates as we receive them to keep you informed in real time, so you can make
sound decisions about your business and health.

Goeff Hansen
MainStreet@sbam.org | 231-301-4888

AmericanHort Resource Page
Visit the website for industry specific

information. https://www.americanhort.org/page/Coronavirus

WEBINAR A Discussion on the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act – Loans, Grants and
Business Relief on March 31 at 6 PM EST
Register here to attend this webinar.
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/540253325235616462
1?source=website .
Recordings will appear on the resource page, if you are not able
to view live.

Small Business Association of Michigan COVID-19 Resources
This resource page is very comprehensive with everything that has been going on
recently: https://www.sbam.org/Resources/COVID-19-Resources SBAM has also developed some more
detailed information on specific topics, see the listing below.
Upcoming SBAM Webinar Series
•
•
•
•
•

Webinar: CARES Act Package (MARCH 31, 2020 at 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM)
Webinar: Understanding if Your Small Business is Essential or Non-Essential (APRIL 1, 2020
at 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM)
Webinar: HR and Legal Strategies of the CARES Act (APRIL 2, 2020 at 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM)
Webinar: Navigating Small Business Financial Options During the COVID Crisis (April 3, 2020 at
10AM)
Webinar: HR and Cybersecurity Considerations for Remote Workers (April 9at 12:00 pm )

Webinar capacity is limited. All webinars will be recorded and shared.
The SBAM Daily Briefing, each day at 3 pm, is a great way for you to stay up-to-date on what's happening. You can
watch on Facebook or via Zoom.
You should reach out with any questions to Sherry.Bryan@sbam.org.
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